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By MISTY SCHWAB
misty.schwab@apgsomn.com

Faribault has seen a reduction in pollution since 
the installation of solar gardens last fall, and the 
school district has seen another reduction — in its 
energy bill.

To date, Faribault Public Schools Financial Direc-
tor Andrew Adams said the district saved approxi-
mately $11,300 on energy costs since March. Nokomis 
Energy, the solar garden provider for the district, 
expects another $17,000 in savings between now and 
December. Annually, the district could save between 
$24,000 and $30,000.

� e district currently uses six solar gardens, locat-
ed in Rice, Waseca and Dodge counties, but Nokomis 
Energy will complete three more by the end of 2020. 
A� er that, Nokomis Energy partner Brendan Dillon 
said the district could save closer to $40,000 or even 
$50,000 a year.

“� at was the number they always wanted to get 
to because to them, that’s a teacher, or a substantial 
fraction of a new teacher,” Dillon said.

Dillon considers schools like Faribault important 
partners for solar gardens because, as he said, “When 
a school has an opportunity to save signi� cantly in 
electricity … that frees up money for them to spend 
on education, whether that’s more teachers or better 
facilities.”

Adams con� rmed that the district will take its 
energy savings into account when budgeting for the 
2021-22 school year.

“It will go toward maintaining teacher-to-student 
ratios and maintaining the structure of the classroom 
as much as possible, Adams said. “ … It could reduce 
the amount of cuts we need to make next year.”

District cuts energy 
bill with solar 
gardens’ installation

Solar gardens have made an impact on the local 
environment but also reduced the energy bill 
for Faribault Public Schools since the installation 
of gardens in Rice, Waseca and Dodge coun-
ties. The metal panels use sunlight to generate 
electricity. (Metro Creative Images)

By ASHLEY REZACHEK
ashley.rezachek@apgsomn.com

For 23 years the Holz family 
has been fighting to eliminate 
cancer. This year, Rose Holz has 
been selected as Rice County’s 
Relay for Life honorary chair.

“We hold the (American) 
Cancer Society very dear to our 
hearts as a family,” Holz said.

She has served on the com-
mittee for over a decade and 
has personal experience with 
cancer.

In 1997, Holz’s then 10-year-
old daughter, Melissa was diag-
nosed with leukemia. Melissa 
went through months of chemo-
therapy and was declared cancer 
free after receiving a stem cell 
transplant. She recently cel-
ebrated her 34th birthday. The 
following year, the Holz fam-
ily joined Relay for Life under 
the team name “Marching for 

Melissa.”
“It’s just extremely difficult 

watching somebody you love, so 
you know, with Melissa it was 

so hard, but we had so much 
optimism that we were going to 

beat that cancer and she did,” 
Holz said.

Then in December 2018, 
Holz’s husband, Carl was diag-
nosed with pancreatic cancer 
and began radiation and che-
motherapy. He was scheduled 
to have a surgery on June 10, 
2019 to remove the tumor, but 
doctors discovered the cancer 
had spread to his liver.

“At that point they told us 
to cherish the time we had left. 
We had four months to the day. 
That was on June 10 and he 
passed away on Oct. 10,” Holz 
said.

This year the family has 
changed their team name to “It’s 
a Family Fight” to honor Carl.

Rice County family fi ghts cancer together

Rose Holz, left, is honorary chair of the 2020 Rice County Relay for Life. Her daughter, Melissa 
Holz, center, and husband, Carl Holz, were both diagnosed with cancer. Melissa survived leuke-
mia as a child while Carl died last fall. (Photo courtesy of Rose Holz)

JOIN THE FIGHT
Rice County Relay for Life: Drive-thru Luminaria
6-11 p.m. Friday, Aug. 7
Rice County Fairgrounds — Enter the east side
1814 2nd Ave. NW, Faribault
To donate or start a team visit RelayForLife.org/

RiceCountyMN
Luminaries may be purchased for $10 at the 

fairgrounds 10 a.m. to noon on Friday or upon entering 
the drive through luminaria.

Rice County Relay for Life: Blood Drive
4-10 p.m. Friday, Aug. 7
Rice County Fairgrounds
Call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.

org and enter: Rice County Relay for Life to make an 
appointment.

See CANCER on 3A

See SOLAR on 3A

By ANDREW DEZIEL
andrew.deziel@apgsomn.com

With state and local primary elec-
tions slated for next week, Rice County 
Property Tax and Elections Director 
Denise Anderson assured the Rice 
County Board of Commissioners Tues-
day that the county is prepared to run 
a safe election.

In recent weeks, Anderson has fe-
verishly worked to prepare the county 
for an election that will take place un-
der unprecedented circumstances. She 
said that no fewer than eight trainings 

have been held to bring election judges 
up to speed on election safety protocols 
due to the novel coronavirus

Still, Anderson said that voters 
who go to the polls on Tuesday should 
expect long lines. As an alternative, 
elections o�  cials have strongly urged 
voters to consider voting by mail — 
and a historic number of Minnesotans 
have taken them up on the o� er. Ac-
cording to the Secretary of State’s Of-
� ce, more than 540,000 Minnesotans 
have requested an absentee ballot as 
of Friday. According to Anderson, as 
of Wednesday, 5,888 ballots have been 

sent out by the county and 3,310 had 
been returned to the county Elections 
Department.

Limited races on the 
ballot

� ose numbers are stunning con-
sidering that the primary ballot con-
tains relatively little. In Rice County, the 
only partisan race on the ballot will be 
for the U.S. Senate, but incumbent Sen. 
Tina Smith and former Rep. Jason Lew-
is are expected to win overwhelmingly.

� e ballot is a bit more active lo-

cally. Due to a signi� cant number of 
� lings for county Board of Commis-
sioners, primaries will be held in both 
the 1st District seat currently held by 
Jake Gillen and the 5th District seat 
held by Je�  Docken.

Both incumbents are seeking to 
hold onto their seats in November, 
but to do that they’ll need to survive 
the primary first. Primary elections 
will whittle down the � eld to just two 
candidates, eliminating the risk of “vote 
splitting” in November.

With plenty of gloves & sanitizer, county o�  cials ready for next week’s election

Denise Anderson, Rice County elections director and president of the Minnesota Association of County O�  cers, demonstrates protocols 
poll workers will take during Tuesday’s primary due to COVID-19. That includes intensive cleaning, social distancing and masks for everyone 
entering a polling place. Also pictured is Assistant Director Jody Wagner. (Suzanne Rook/Faribault Daily News)

SAFE AT THE POLLS

See VOTE on 3A
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Holz’s personal experience 
with the disease motivates her 
to participate in the Relay For 
Life every year. The communi-
ty-based event raises funds to 
go toward the American Can-
cer Society to help improve 
cancer survival, provide re-
sources to cancer patients and 
fund research to cure cancer.

“There are so many people 
that we know that have been af-
fected by this horrible disease that 
we just feel that we want more 
success stories,” Holz said. “We 
want more stories about Melissa 
and less stories about Carl.”

Family has always been im-
portant to Holz. She credits her 
closely-knit family for the incred-
ible support they have shown 
throughout the years.

“When you go through things 
you just realize how important 
your family is and your friends 
and the support that they can give 
you, Holz said.

Although as a caregiver, she 
admits it was sometimes difficult 
to accept that support.

“My whole life I’ve just been 
a giver, so it was extremely dif-
ficult for me to be on the other 
side of that and have to be the one 
to accept help and to accept other 
people’s kindness and generosity,” 
she said.

Each year, Holz is joined by 
her family, which often includes 
her children, brother, sister-in-
law, nieces and nephew among 
others. Last year the family was 
making prayer bags for Carl, this 
year they will be making memory 
bags.

“This is our 23rd year fighting 
for this, we just didn’t know how 
personal it would get,” Holz said. 

“You think once you have cancer, 
you almost wanna say you can 
check that off your list, not that 
it’s a thing you want to check off, 
but then you can’t imagine you’re 
going to get hit with it again in 
the family.”

A changing world 
provides opportunities 
to appreciate life

Relay for Life event planners 
had to get creative this year to 
accommodate the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s 
COVID-19 guidelines. For Rice 
County that means setting up a 
drive through luminaria. People 
are invited to drive through the 
Rice County Fairgrounds to view 
the thousands of luminary bags 
on display Friday.

The adjustments were nec-
essary because cancer patients 
have a higher risk of getting 
COVID-19 due to their weak-
ened immune system. While the 
change was disheartening for 
some, the Holz family under-
stands the modification. They 
have always looked forward to the 
annual event and are one of the 

few teams that walk all night long.
“Our mindset had to change 

so we just said you know the 
world is crazy right now and 
things are going crazy, things are 
stopping and starting, but can-
cer never stops and so we can’t 
either,” Holz said.

After Melissa won her battle 
with cancer, Holz learned to not 
stress about the little things in life.

“Life is too short and we’re 
not promised a tomorrow, so just 
treasure the gift you have each 
day,” she said

Holz looks forward to the 
solace and beauty Friday evening 
will bring, when the sky is dark 
and candles in the luminary bags 
are lit. The evening will be an op-
portunity for the community to 
come together to celebrate those 
that have survived, pray for those 
who are fighting and remember 
people that have been lost to 
cancer.

“We aren’t going to let this 
COVID craziness of the world 
right now hinder our spirits,” 
Holz said. “We still know we have 
to be positive. We still know that 
we are going to do the best we 
can.”

CANCER
From Page 1A

The total energy savings to 
the district is not dependent on 
how much the buildings are used, 
Dillon explained. In Minnesota, 
Xcel Energy runs the solar garden 
program and third parties, like 
Nokomis Energy, develop and 
construct solar gardens on farm 
land or unused land in cities. Xcel 
buys the electricity generated and 
provides Nokomis Energy with bill 
credits, or coupons. Nokomis En-
ergy then sells the bill credits back 
to subscribers, usually schools or 
commercial businesses. Faribault 
Public Schools signed up for a 
number of programs through 
Nokomis Energy, which charges 
it a fraction of the coupon value.

On a local level, Dillon said 
landowners generate more in-
come with solar gardens on their 

property than they need for taxes, 
which can benefit them financially 
during down years of farming.

Cost savings aside, the solar 
gardens displace coal or natural 
gases with a clean form of energy. 
Dillon said a typical solar garden in 
Minnesota offsets the energy usage 
of 200 to 250 homes.

Most solar panels have a 30-
year warranty but typically last 
longer, Dillon said. The Nokomis 
Energy panels are made from 
simple, non-hazardous materials 
like glass, silicon and metal. The 
locations of the solar gardens are 
chosen according to available land 
that runs close to distribution lines 
with high capacities, making use of 
existing structures.

Dillon said the process is simi-

lar to the way LED TVs or lights 
work, only in reverse. An electric 
current creates light in the case of 
the LED light, but light instead 
generates an electric current for 
solar panels.

“We’ve been revealing plans for 
this for over two years now, and we 
finally decided to sometime last 
year make the decision to utilize 
solar gardens to help save a few 
dollars,” Superintendent Todd Ses-
ker said. “It’s great environmentally 
for the school district, and we had 
that savings. And the relationship 
[with Nokomis Energy] has been 
very positive. We looked at other 
companies, but we felt this was the 
company we wanted to work with 
based on the proposal and their 
reputation.”

SOLAR
From Page 1A

In District 1, Commissioner Gillen will face 
off with three challengers: Joe Adamek, of Walcott 
Township; Bill McDonald, of Cannon City Town-
ship, and Jim Purfeerst, of Richland Township.

Gillen, a retired farmer from Walcott Town-
ship, has sat on the County Board since his elec-
tion in 2004. His mostly rural district stretches 
across eastern Rice County, including Bridgewater, 
Cannon City, Northfield, Richland, Walcott and 
Wheeling townships as well as the cities of Den-
nison, Dundas and Nerstrand and two Northfield 
precincts.

In District 5, Commissioner Jeff Docken will 
face two challengers: Kim Halvorson of Warsaw 
Township and Kurt Wolf of Morristown.

A Forest Township farmer, Docken has sat on 
the board since his election in 2008. His district is 
also heavily rural, including Erin, Forest, Morris-
town, Shieldsville, Warsaw, Webster, and Wheat-
land townships along with the cities of Lonsdale 
and Morristown.

In Northfield, a primary will also be held for 
the mayor’s seat. Incumbent Rhonda Pownell, who 
narrowly won her seat in 2016 over then-incum-
bent Dana Graham, is facing a pair of challenges 
from David Ludescher and Jon Denison, both for-
mer City Councilors.

Vote by mail
Anderson said she isn’t exactly sure what per-

centage of the vote will be cast early or by mail. 
Even before the pandemic hit, about one in four 
voters took advantage of the opportunity to cast 
their vote early or by mail, and that share had been 
growing.

With the number of absentee ballots is certain 
to rise, the legislature passed a bill backed by state 
Rep. Jeff Brand, DFL-St. Peter that gives officials a 
much longer window to count them. The bill could 
also help local election authorities tap into funding 
available under the federal Help America Vote Act.

At this point, Anderson said that the county has 
applied for federal funds to assist it as it implements a 
wide variety of measures to reduce the risk of COVID 
spread. However, it hasn’t heard back from the federal 
government.

Anderson said that in-person early voting — 
which runs through Monday — has proved much 
less popular than vote-by-mail, but those who opt 
for it should know that in Faribault, the setup will 
be different this year. That’s due not only due to 
COVID, but also the County Government Center’s 
recent expansion.

In past years, voters at the government center 
came behind the counter to cast an early vote at a 
secure and private voting booth. This year, they’ll 
have a room of their own to vote in, reducing con-
tact with the work area of county elections officials. 
Early voters in Rice County can also cast a ballot at 
Northfield City Hall. At both locations, individu-
als will be greeted at the door and directed to the 
elections area. Circles will be demarcated to help 
voters follow social distancing protocol.

In addition to offering early in-person voting 
during normal business hours, state law mandates 
that county elections offices offer a special period 

of in-person early voting the Saturday before the 
election from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Voters are strongly encouraged, though not re-
quired, to bring a mask and pen of their own. If a 
voter doesn’t bring a pen of their own, the Property 
Tax and Elections Department can provide a pen, 
which will be sanitized after use.

Election Day
Keeping Election Day safe is even more of a 

challenge for the Property Tax and Elections De-
partment. Under state law, municipalities with 
fewer than 500 voters can eschew having a polling 
place on Election Day in favor of sending a ballot 
to every voter by mail.

In Rice County, two municipalities opted to go 
that route this election — the small portion of the 
city of Dennison which sits inside Rice County, and 
Richland Township. Every other municipality will 
offer in-person voting Tuesday.

After multiple meetings with Rice County Pub-
lic Health Director Deb Purfeerst, County Admin-
istrator Sara Folsted and Emergency Management 
Director Jennifer Hauer-Schmitz, Anderson de-
vised an extensive plan to keep polling places safe.

Election judges will receive rubber gloves, face 
masks, face shields and hand sanitizer. Judges who 
are primarily seated will be protected by a plexi-
glass shield, while those assisting with curbside 
voting will be given full gowns.

Each polling place will have a greeter at the 
entrance for crowd control. In addition to ensuring 
that proper social distancing procedures are fol-
lowed, the greeter will be tasked with ensuring that 
the number of people in the polling place never 
reaches unsafe levels.

Anderson said that it’s likely that some judges’ 
duties will consist entirely of cleaning and disin-
fecting all surfaces with towels, disinfectant spray 
and wipes. Judges will be expected to use hand 
sanitizer liberally and voters are strongly encour-
aged to do so as well.

Mask mandate
Voters are also expected to wear masks to the 

polling place in keeping with Gov. Tim Walz’s mask 
mandate. Elections judges will have masks available 
and can offer curbside voting to those who insist 
on not wearing a mask.

Peter Bartz-Gallagher, director of communica-
tions for the Secretary of State’s Office, said that 
even if a voter insists on voting the typical way 
without a mask, they can’t be denied their Consti-
tutional right to vote.

Still, election judges are expected to record the 
names of any voter who refuses to comply with the 
governor’s executive order and forward to the Sec-
retary of State’s office. A spokesperson for Governor 
Walz said they would not face criminal action.

However, Twin Cities Attorney Erick Kaardal 
filed a lawsuit in federal court challenging the man-
date. Citing a Minnesota law which prohibits the 
wearing of masks to conceal one’s identity, Kaardal 
says the mandate is illegal and is seeking to get it 
overturned before the election.

The lawsuit is backed by Minnesota voters as 
well as legislators from the four-member New 
House Republican Caucus, which includes local 
Reps. Steve Drazkowski, R-Mazeppa, and Jeremy 
Munson, R-Lake Crystal.

Attorney General Keith Ellison pushed back 
hard against the lawsuit, insisting that the mandate 
is Constitutional and pledging to robustly defend it 
in Court. However, Munson argued that the order’s 
conflict with existing law is highly questionable and 
voters need an answer.

“We’re asking the Judge to tell us which law we 
should follow,” he said.

Reach Reporter Andrew Deziel at 507-333-3129 
or follow him on Twitter @FDNandrew. © Copy-
right 2020 APG Media of Southern Minnesota. All 
rights reserved.

VOTE
From Page 1A

TO THE POLLS
Bridgewater Township Town Hall — 500 

Railway St., Dundas
Cannon City Township Town Hall — 4490 

Crystal Lake Trail, Faribault
Dennison (Rice County) Rice County 

Government Services Bldg. 320 Third St, NW, 
Faribault

Dundas City Hall 100 Railway St. N Dundas
Erin Township Town Hall — 12378 

Independence Ave., Lonsdale
Faribault:
Precinct 1 — 4H Building 1900 Fairgrounds 

Dr.
Precinct 2 — Washington Center, 117 

Shumway Ave.
Precinct 3 — Buckham Community Center, 

15 Division St.
Precinct 4 — Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 

1207 Prairie Ave.
Forest Township Town Hall — 3625 

Millersburg Blvd.
Lonsdale IC Church Civic Center — 116 

Alabama St. SE
Morristown and Morristown Township 

— Morristown Community Center — 402 
Division St. S, Morristown

Nerstrand City Hall — 221 Main St., 
Nerstrand

Northfield:
Ward 1 Precinct 1 — St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, 500 3rd St. W
Ward 1 Precinct 2 — St. Peter’s Lutheran 

Church, 418 Sumner St. E
Ward 2 Precinct 1 — United Methodist 

Church, 1401 Maple St. S
Ward 2 Precinct 2 — Northfield Community 

Resource Center, 1651 Jefferson Pkwy .
Ward 3 Precinct 1 — Bethel Lutheran 

Church 1321 North Ave.
Ward 3 Precinct 2 Bethel Lutheran Church 

1321 North Ave.
Ward 4 Precinct 1 St. John’s Lutheran 

Church 500 3rd St. W
Ward 4 Precinct 2 St. Olaf College Buntrock 

Commons 1520 St. Olaf Ave.
Northfield Township Town Hall — 10901 

Jacobs Ave., Northfield
Richland Township Rice County 

Government Services Bldg. 320 3rd St. NW, 
Faribault

Shieldsville Township Town Hall — 7250 
154th St., W Faribault

Walcott Township Town Hall — 4020 240th 
St. E, Faribault

Warsaw Township Town Hall — 22955 
Dalton Ave., Faribault

Webster Township:
Precincts 1 and 2 — Town Hall, 4175 

Delano Ave., Webster
Wells Township Town Hall — 18400 

Roberds Lake Blvd., Faribault
Wheatland Township Town Hall — 9641 

50th St. W, Veseli
Wheeling Township Town Hall — 8492 

Nerstrand Blvd.

Each polling place in Rice County will get a box of cloths and disinfectant to wipe down the 
the machine into which completed ballots are inserted, county Elections Director Denise 
Anderson told the Board of Commissioners Tuesday. Also pictured is Assistant Director 
Jody Wagner. (Suzanne Rook/Faribault Daily News)

“It’s great environmentally for the school 
district, and we had that savings. And 
the relationship with Nokomis Energy 
has been very positive. We looked at 

other companies, but we felt this was the 
company we wanted to work with based on 

the proposal and their reputation.”
- Todd Sesker 

Superintendent of Faribault Public Schools


